Approved: November 11, 2015

Selectboard Meeting 

October 28, 2015

7:00 – 8:50 p.m.

Present: 
Steve Goodrich, Karen Shackett, Loren Wood, Bob Warren; Julie Ortuno, Kathleen Brisson

Absent:
 Will Stevens

Guests:
Bob Fisher, Howard Campbell

Steve called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.

Agenda:  

1. Announcements, Additions, Public Concerns—

• Stone Schoolhouse—[Howard] The Historical Society is very concerned about the crumbling masonery of the schoolhouse walls, especially the SW corner where there are large cracks. They would like to have some protective covering over the stone work before winter arrives and water gets in and freezes within the walls. They are also looking for any funding suggestions to [pursue for the rehabbing of the building. Karen will contact Phil to learn about the 2 bids received so far.

• Town Plan—[Bob]  Regional Planning has sent along language that could be used in the Plan in regard to solar siting. The Board has received copies of the text. They agreed that a solar section should be added.

• Village Center—[Karen] New information was sent to the PC regarding inclusion of some language relating to a "Village Center" designation. Bob will check it out and see about adding to the Plan.

2. Minutes—Minutes of October 14 were reviewed, corrections made.

• Karen MOVED, Bob SECONDED, to approve with corrections as noted. Motion passed.

3. Selectboard Orders and Financials—Orders signed; budget to-date reviewed.

• Health Insurance—Board still reviewing plans, will set rate at Executive Meeting after next regular meeting.

• Capital Plan—Reviewed road equipment plan.

• Bela Howe Fund—Reviewed Fund background, objectives, options for the future. To be discussed further at next meeting.

• Delinquent Taxes—Steve contacted Bill who plans to file his final DT report along with his letter of resignation by November 10. He will then set up a time to help the Treasurer get started. Steve MOVED, Loren SECONDED, to appoint the Treasurer to the position of Delinquent Tax Collector, and the Assistant Treasurer as Assistant Delinquent Tax Collector, appointments to become effective on receipt of the resignation letter from the current Delinquent Tax Collector. Motion passed.

4. Buildings—[Karen] Short discussion about buildings and future plans.

5. Roads/Public Works—[Loren]  Short discussion about the timeline for the Richville box-culvert installation and what will be involved by way of road closures.

• Trucks—Discussion on the value and disposition of the old International tandem. A bid was received for purchase at $50,000 but its value is closer to $75,000. Discussion ensued regarding its replacement, . The Board decided to hold a special informational meeting on Tuesday, December 1 at 7:00pm to take the matter to the town, with a vote on the truck purchase set for December 2, 10:00 am to 7:00pm. Loren MOVED, Bob SECONDED, to have the SB send a letter of intent for the purchase of the Western Star tandem for $177,000, pending the outcome of the December 2 vote on the financing.  Motion passed.

6. Other Business—

• Town Report—Julie explained the reasoning behind the move to change how the Town Report is delivered. The suggestion from VLCT is intended to focus the delivery on registered voters, with copies available for others if wanted. Printed Reports would be set out in several places (e.g. Town Office, Library) for pick up, it would also be available on the web as a PDF, Post-cards would be mailed to registered voters advising them of where Reports could be pick up, and the URL for downloading from the town website.This is expected to reduce the expense and waste of the Reports, many of which find their way to the nearest trash can before Town meeting day arrives..

Adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Robin Conway, Minute-Taker
















    Signed: ________________________







     Karen Shackett, Secretary
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