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2016–2021 TOWN PLAN HEARING
SHOREHAM SELECTBOARD

Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Town Office  •  6:30–7:00pm

SB MEMBERS:   Steve Goodrich,  Karen Shackett, Will Stevens, Loren Wood, Bob Warren;

OTHERS:
Julie Ortuno, Town Clerk;

CALLED-TO-ORDER  @ 6:30 pm by Selectboard Chair, Steve Goodrich

1. AGENDA—Public Hearing for comments on the DRAFT TOWN PLAN, as amended by the Selectboard, and Warned as per VSA  for Tuesday, June 22, 2016, at 6:30pm in the Town Office.

• Written comments from Joe Kelly presented and reviewed.

1. State regulations—Full wording should be removed, with the specific regulation only cited. With a 5-year life, it is more than likely that State regulations will change before the Plan is updated again.

Board agreed, but felt that since many people are not familiar with the State regulations, at this time they feel it would be more expedient to have full wording so people can see exactly what is being regulated and how. No change made.

2. Housing Affordability—The 10-acre exception into agricultural district land is a loop-hole that does nothing to enhance affordability.

Board decided to leave in as its purpose lies more in providing a way to handle division of the "spaghetti lots" than as an affordability process. No change made.

3. Industry should be expanded in the Commercial District.

Board considered that this is self-explanatory and probably better dealt with as a zoning than Plan issue . No change made.

• Energy Siting place-holder—Will discussed some issues brought up by George Gross in a multi-page document on siting requirements. Board decided to keep the place-holder text as replacing at this point would involve significant changes to the Plan which would set back its adoption. Since the Plan expired last fall, there is a need to have the update adopted in order to make changes to zoning regulations. Much of the siting material might also be better as policy or ordinance, but requires an in-depth study in any case. No change made.

• Additional Comments—None received

2. ADJOURNMENT—Bob MOVED, Loren SECONDED, to close the Hearing at 6:58 pm.  Motion passed. Hearing adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Conway, Minute Taker

_____________________________________________

Karen Shackett, Shoreham Selectboard Secretary      
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